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Ministering to the peoples of Brazil

Moving!
Our original plan was to 

live in Bras’lia and work with 
my parents while Ann Janel 
focused on learning Portu-
guese. So why are we packing 
up and moving 600 miles 
south to the city of Campinas? 

It started with a phone call in 
August to a lawyer in S‹o 
Paulo (SP), trying to track 
down a document for a rental in 
Bras’lia. During that call, I was 
invited to a pastorsÕ seminar 
in that state. At that semi-
nar, I met several Brazil-
ian pastors, and was 
invited to speak at 
two meetings in 
November and 
December. !e Þrst 
of those meetings put 
me back in touch with 
missionaries Steve and 
Marilyn Trask, who 
opened their home while I 
was in Campinas. During my 
stay, the Trasks mentioned that 
their house would be available 
during several months in 
2008. !ey also told me about 
Interclass, a school in Camp-
inas that specializes in teach-
ing Portuguese to foreigners. 
After many closed doors in 
Bras’lia, here was an open door--
pointing in a totally di"erent di-
rection. We are excited to see what 
God has in store for us as we step 
out on this new path.

It really drives home the lesson of 
James 4:13-15, and the freedom we have 
when we make plans with this in 
mind:“If the Lord will, we shall live, 
and do this, or that.”

Youth Conference in Campinas, SP
I was invited to preach a youth 
conference in early November. 
What began as a three-day youth 
meeting at one church grew into 
a week-long tour of the area, in-
cluding a visit to eleven di" erent 
ministries (eight of them estab-
lished churches), and three Bible 

institutes, during which I preached seven times, taught a 
lesson in a children's ministry, and addressed an institute class brießy. It 
was a real blessing to reconnect with pastors I had met in August and 
visit their churches.

Couples’ Retreat in Jacareí, SP
My only regret about my recent trips to 

S‹o Paulo was that Ann Janel and the kids 
had not been able to travel with me. It was a 

huge blessing when I received an invitation to 
a couplesÕ retreat in another church in the area 

and they insisted I bring the family. It was our 
Þrst extensive road trip in the country; a chance 
to get to know a little bit more about Brazil. 
 It was a great experience. Not only did we 
enjoy meeting the Þfteen couples from Pastor JoelÕs church, but 
Ann Janel and the kids got to see quite a few of the things they had missed 

when I traveled alone.  We even had a chance to visit Interclass, the lan-
guage school in Campinas, on our way back to Bras’lia.

We would appreciate your prayers in the following areas:
¥ About our move: we still have quite a few details to iron out. 

Unfortunately, they donÕt have U-Haul here; pray that we can Þnd 
an a"ordable moving company, and safe passage of our belong-
ings.

• Ann Janel’s Portuguese lessons: We are excited about what 
Interclass has to o"er. Pray for Ann Janel as she begins studying 
the language more intensively.• Ann Janel’s mother, Mrs. Ann Schrader: November brought 
us the sad news that Mrs. SchraderÕs cancer is back. She is cur-
rently in Texas undergoing treatment. Please pray for her recov-
ery.

• Adapting: Pray for the kids. Not only are they leaving grandpar-
ents (again), but everything that has become familiar in their new 
home. Pray for us as we learn a whole new (much larger) city. 
God has already paved the way with numerous contacts from my 
previous trips. Pray that the transition will go smoothly.

Don’t forget:

The best way to get 
news and prayer re-
quests from our 
family and ministry is 
on our website!

Visit us today!

BrazilianOutreach.org


